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While some races might conclude the excitement of the race once the finish line is crossed, the 

Louisiana Marathon continues the celebration for a little while longer. After the race, the grounds 

turn into more of a festival for participants to enjoy. After the 2015 race, Abita, Dermasurgery, 

and Lamar hosted the post-run festivities. Bands such as Rockin’ Dopsie and the Zydeco 

Twisters, Michael Foster Project, and Quiana Lynell and the Lush Life performed. 

For the 2016 race, Michael Foster Project and Quiana Lynell and the Lush Life are scheduled to 

reappear.  

Recognized as Art Ambassadors by the Arts Council of Greater Baton Rouge, the Michael Foster 

Project originates right here in Baton Rouge and plays jazz and hip-hop music. Through the Arts 

Council of Greater Baton Rouge, Michael Foster has the opportunity to go into southern school 

systems and tell students about the tradition of jazz music. 

 

The Michael Foster Project is a multi-genre group. Michael Foster himself attended Southern 

University and was a member of the "Human Jukebox" marching band. The other members of 

the band range from music teachers to band directors, all with ties to Southern University. The 

group met at Southern's department of music and in the Phi Mu Alpha fraternity. The band 

includes keyboard, trombone, tenor saxophone, trumpet, and drums. The Michael Foster Project 

was voted "Best New Brass Band or Performer" in Offbeat magazine's "Best of the Beat" awards.  

Quiana Lynell and the Lush Life are a soul and blues band influenced by Etta James, Ray 

Charles, and Stevie Wonder. Lynell uses her classical training and upbringing in gospel to fuse 

with jazz and create her own tune. She uses her 4-octave range to perform jazz, classical, soul, 

and funk music. Lynell was awarded the WWII Museum’s “Stage Door Idol”, a huge 

accomplishment. The Lush Life consists of some of the most talented jazz, brass, and funk 

entertainers. Quiana Lynell and the Lush Life boast the fact that they try and make each 

performance unique in that it is catered to the specific audience.  

 

Heather Day with Red Cake Event planning states that "Music and food are huge piece of our 

culture in South Louisiana. We wanted to bring that festival vibe to the runners and their families 

from around the world... So they not only get a beautiful run in perfect January weather, but a 

slice of the Louisiana experience to put in their suitcase of stories they bring home." 


