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It is with a heavy heart that I reflect and write about the recent shooting in my hometown 

of Lafayette, La. While all of our community experienced a flood of different emotions, I 

think we can agree that one word accurately sums all of them up: unsettling. 

It is unsettling to think that innocent people were merely going to the movie theater, one 

I drive by almost every day. It is unsettling to believe that a man with no connection to 

Lafayette felt the right to open fire on people he did not know. And it is unsettling to 

realize that this could happen any day, to anyone. 

When I tell people I'm from Lafayette the responses I usually hear are "people from 

Lafayette are so nice!" and "are you as obsessed with Lafayette as much as everyone 

else is?" To the latter, I proudly answer that, yes, I am obsessed with Lafayette. I love 

the culture, the food, the history, and the fact that no matter where I am, I most likely will 

run into someone I know. Its where I grew up; even now, while I'm attending LSU, I 

consider Lafayette my home. Few things compare to the joy I feel when exiting I-10 onto 

Louisiana Avenue and entering back into Lafayette. Its heartbreaking to think that 

someone would want to shatter our home and make it feel unsafe. 

I share this because I know I'm not the only one who feels this way. And if I, just a 

person who was not directly impacted by the shooting, can feel this shaken up and 

emotional, then I can only imagine what the families and friends of the victims are 

feeling. My prayers are with all of ya'll as you endure such an unfair and trying time. 

However, it is awe inspiring to see this community grieve, grow, and build each other up 

as one. It is such a beautiful thing to see tragedy bring us together instead of tearing us 

apart. While Lafayette might be categorized as the best city in the country based on 

culture, food, and other things, I believe that the main reason Lafayette has always 

been, and will continue to be, great, is credited to the people and the community. They 

are what make us Lafayette-obsessed people proud to call this place home. 

#AcadianaStrong #PrayersforLafayette 

 


